MODEL LETTER TO SEND TO NON NHS IVF CLINICS
(insert clinic address)
Dear Dr/Nurse  
Request for Pre-treatment Testing/Bloods/Prescribing
Unfortunately tests such as AMH tests and most infertility tests are NOT routinely available in NHS general practice.  By giving the patient incorrect information, it raises patient expectations and leaves the GP in a difficult position to explain to the patient what is and what isn’t available from the GP practice.

In paragraph 4 of the letter SEHD/CMO(2007)3 it states that “A patient cannot be both a private and an NHS patient for the treatment of one episode of care”. Therefore patients receiving care in the private sector should not be asked to attend their NHS GPs for any treatment or tests if it forms part of the course of treatment that is being provided by the private sector. GPs and the NHS in general are unable offer a free of charge service to private patients in this circumstance and I believe the Chief Medical Officer’s letter makes this point quite clear.

The GP practice is not involved in any of the blood tests or vaccinations that may be recommended by the clinic. These should be carried out by the hospital clinic and will not be done by the practice. Unfortunately, clinics often give patients the impression that the GP practice will carry out some of this work and we hope to prevent any misunderstanding by making this clear to you now.

Yours faithfully

XXXXXXX
