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Influenza A H1N1 Vaccination Programme

Guidance on Further Prioritisation with Priority Groups:  Use of Initial Vaccine Supplies
Vaccination Programme in GP Practices 
Given the initial limited supplies of H1N1 vaccine likely to be available in the first few weeks of the programme, GP practices should consider inviting first:

· Those in the clinical at-risk groups who are youngest ie pre-school and school age children (especially those with significant morbidity, due to one or more risk factors);

· Pregnant women (taking note that risk from H1N1 illness increases with gestation); and 

· Those deemed to be at highest risk on the basis of professional/clinical judgement

In terms of patient scheduling within priority groups, practices should note that in general the risk of being infected is highest for the youngest and decreases with increasing age.

 

Children and Young Adults with Complex Needs


Boards and GPs are advised to prioritise the immunisation of children and young adults who have special needs due to significant physical disabilities.  These may include children and young adults with multiple physical disabilities and consequent social needs who require different types of care and whose impairments and needs are sustained over more than 6 months and continue.  Many of these individuals will have chronic neurological and neuro-developmental disorders.  
The Chief Executive Letter of 13 October reiterated that staff providing informal healthcare in schools for children with special needs should be immunised.  Boards are advised to expedite the immunisation of this staff group and also of those working in settings where young adults with complex disabilities are looked after.  Wherever possible, they should vaccinate at the same time, pupils and residents meeting the above definition who live in and/or receive care in such settings.  In addition, they may wish to facilitate liaison between Community Paediatricians and GPs in identifying any similar children who are not receiving care in such settings so that their immunisation can be brought forward. 
The registered GP of any such children and young people and/or staff involved should be notified timeously after vaccination.  
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