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GLASGOW AREA MEDICAL COMMITTEE

General Practitioner Subcommittee

MINUTES of the MEETING of 

the    COMMITTEE    held   on 30th November 2009 in the Committee’s offices at 40 New City Road Glasgow G4 9JT

	SEDERUNT
	Drs Colin Brown, Georgina Brown, Brian Clegg, Mark Fawcett, Gary Hamilton, Michael Haughney, John Ip, Robert Jamieson, Murray Macpherson, Alan McDevitt, Chris McHugh, Kathryn McLachlan, Robert McNeill, Anne Mullin, Nigel Pexton, Arun Rai, Iain Robertson, Paul Ryan, Petra Sambale, Maureen Smith, Ian Struthers, Alastair Taylor, Barbara West, and Peter Wiggins. 

	
	

	CHAIRMAN
	Dr Maureen Smith, Chairman of the Committee chaired the meeting.

	
	

	APOLOGIES
	Apologies for absence were received from Drs Dallas Brodie, Peter Cawston, Douglas Colville, Bill Doak, Gordon Forrest, Norrie Gaw, Ian Gordon, Richard Groden, Kevin Hanretty, Derek Logan, Neil Mackay, James Mackenzie, Keith McIntyre, John McLachlan, Bob Mair, Michael Mutch, Patricia Moultrie, John Nugent, Jim O’Neil, Euan Patterson, Alex Potter, Andrew Power, Andrew Townsley, James Ward, Raymond White, Professors Stuart Murray and Graham Watt.

	
	

	ATTENDING
	Mrs Mary Fingland, Secretary of the Committee.

	
	

	REVISED AGENDA
	The Committee received the Revised Agenda.  

	
	

	MINUTES 10/031
	The Committee received the Minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2009.

The Minutes of the 19th October 2009 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

	
	

	BUSINESS ARISING

10/032
	(a) Flu Pandemic Planning
The Committee received an update on Flu Pandemic Planning.

H1N1 Vaccination – Children with Complex Needs
The Committee heard children with complex needs were being vaccinated in their schools and the schools were being asked to advise the GP when the vaccine had been given.  Members heard most children with complex needs should now have been vaccinated.

H1N1 Teleconferences
The Committee heard these had now been reduced to twice weekly.  

H1N1 Vaccination and Pregnant Women
The Committee was told the code for receiving payment for immunising pregnant patients was now available on the SCIMP webpage.

H1N1 Vaccine and Patients Vaccinated Out With the GP Practice
Members were told that details of patients who had received the vaccine elsewhere i.e. CH(C)P clinics were being sent to Templeton House for distribution to GP practices.  However, although the forms were supposed to be forwarded weekly, members reported there was evidently a backlog of forms waiting to be sent to various practices.  It was agreed to raise this at the next teleconference.
(b) Winter Planning – Letter to GP Practices
The Committee received the draft winter planning letter for GP practices in GG&C, copies of which were tabled.

Dr Taylor told members although the Committee had agreed to the letter last year, he still felt the tone of the letter was condescending.  However, Dr West told members the Board had found the letter very helpful last year and was keen to repeat it this year.  The Committee agreed to the letter being issued.

(c) Epilepsy Emergency Protocols
Members heard this was still a work in progress.

	
	

	CLINICAL ISSUES 10/033
	(a) Sandyford Clinics and New Opening Times
Dr West told members that the Sandyford Initiative now wished to close its clinics on a Saturday and had written to the GP Subcommittee outlining its decision.

Members asked where it was proposed that patients would be seen for emergency contraception and heard they would be advised to attend the local pharmacy.  There was also concern about the impact on enhanced services of the Sandyford withdrawing services.  Dr Wiggins told members he objected to the proposals as, whilst GP practices were being driven towards opening extra hours, this withdrawal of service was clearly against the government’s drive for more open access to health services.  Dr Jamieson told members the GP Subcommittee needed to act as the patient’s advocate and should be seen to protect patient interests.  He suggested that a pro-active stance should be taken and objections raised.  Dr McDevitt was dismayed at another  change of service without proper consultation

Dr West to respond on behalf of the GP Subcommittee. 

	
	

	IM&T 10/034
	(a) Oral Report of the IM&T Meeting held on Thursday 26th November 2009
The Committee received an oral report of the IM&T meeting held on Thursday 26th November 2009.

Members heard the Board would be emailing practices and inviting them to attend an IT showcase event at Celtic Park on the 8th December.  Two GP IT systems, EMIS and Vision, would be demonstrated.  Members were told the Board was happy to have practices choose the system best suited to them but with the proviso that cost would be an issue and value for money sought.  However, it was thought that both systems were unlikely to be too far apart cost wise.  Members heard there were still a lot of unknowns to be resolved such as additions for LESs and other localised add-ons.  The Board planned to approach practices after the 8th of December with a questionnaire for their views on both systems.  

The Committee heard that more local discussions would take place e.g. practices in health centres sharing a server farm.  Members also heard CH(C)Ps were not ‘banding’ together on a particular single system and GP System Choice would remain in GG&C. Members were told the procurement process should have been completed by the end of January with May as a provisional date for the migration process to begin.   Members from Camglen reported that they had heard Camglen practices were to adopt the Lanarkshire solution and were told this was incorrect with Camglen practices remaining with GG&C and having their own choice.  Dr McNeill wondered if there would be an opportunity to view the systems out with the showcase and heard practices that were unable to attend could approach both suppliers and ask for a demonstration.  Members were informed that it was thought GPASS would cease in March 2012 with development stopping in the run-up to that date.

	
	

	NOTES AND REPORTS OF MEETINGS (FOR INFO) 10/035
	(a) Oral Report of the Area Medical Committee meeting held on Friday 27th November 2009
The Committee received an oral report of the Area Medical Committee meeting held on Friday 27th November 2009.

Glasgow Weight Management Service
Members heard the gastric banding service would continue for present although it was unlikely that the number of patients being treated would increase.  Dr Taylor raised the issue of patients who wished help to lose weight having to wait until the next day before the service could be accessed. He thought the situation ludicrous and if someone wishes help they should be able to access it without having to wait in case they change their mind!

Midwifery Service Review
Dr Sambale told members she was still awaiting a response on the closure of the Possilpark Ante-natal Clinic. 

(b) Oral Report of the Primary Care Strategy Group meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009 

The Committee received an oral report on the Primary Care Strategy Group meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009.

Non Cash Benefits
Members heard there were discussions around the non cash benefits of Primary Care.

Discharge Planning
There was a question as to whether there should be GP involvement in this process.

Dr Taylor told members the Health Board had asked Clinical Directors to submit key priorities for next year.  Members wondered if there was a feedback mechanism to the big meeting held in the Royal Concert Hall and heard a document was being produced from the Board and had been emailed out today.  Dr Pexton noted the response date was the 30th November!

(c) Oral Report of the Cervical Cytology Screening meeting held on Tuesday 24th November  2009
The Committee received an oral report of the Cervical Cytology Screening meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2009. 

Members heard the group was actively looking at direct referral following a positive smear and want to do away with the current seven day wait.  The GP Subcommittee agreed this was an excellent idea and fully supported it.

(d) Oral Report of the MRSA Steering Group meeting held on Thursday 19th November 2009
The Committee received a report on the MRSA Steering Group held on Thursday 19th November 2009, copies of which were tabled.

Members heard the demand on the District Nurse (DN) service to treat patients with confirmed MRSA was enormous, generating a huge workload.  Members were told clarification of ‘stopping the clock’ as regards waiting list targets was being sought from the Scottish Government.  It was also unclear at the present time whether GG&C GPs would be asked to be involved in the prescribing for MRSA, as the treatment needs to be prescribed by a doctor when the PGD is not applicable.  There is also a telephone helpline being set up for patients who test positive to contact if required.  Members were concerned that such patients may start contacting their own GP for advice and not the helpline if tested positive.  The Committee heard it was proposed to develop a MRSA FAQ sheet for GPs.  Dr Smith suggested that the GP Subcommittee should see the FAQ document before it was sent out and were also advised of any solutions reached by GG&C to deal with the MRSA problem.

	
	

	AOCB 10/036
	(a) Discharge Letters
Dr Georgina Brown raised the issue of discharge letters and how could they be improved.  Dr McDevitt told members there was an argument for sharing data between clinicians but GPs were wary about the possibility of unauthorised access.  Members heard the Scottish Parliament would be engaging with SGPC on this issue during the course of this week.  It had been suggested that data from the GP records would only be accessed when the patient was present and could give consent.  Members suggested more security measures were required especially around passwords and wondered if the proposed portal would be more secure.  Members also discussed the increasing requests from hospital pharmacists for access to patient information.  It was agreed to defer on discussion until a solution was found.

(b) Online GP Appraisals 
Concern was raised on the apparent lack of an audit trail to monitor who had accessed GP online appraisal documentation.  It was agreed to contact Alison Wilding, Lead for GP Appraisal to establish what security measures were in place.

	
	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
	The date of the next meeting of the Committee will be Monday 18th January 2010. 
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